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January 18, 2024
Flint River Saints,

This packet of information is intended to assist you in preparing for the 142nd Stated Meeting of Flint River Presbytery at New
Hope Presbyterian Church, located at 4142 Weems Road in Columbus on Saturday, February 3, 2024.

Registration will begin at 9:00 a.m. For new commissioners, a class will begin at 9:30 a.m. Lunch, served after the meeting, will
be provided at a cost of $8.00. As always, cash and checks will also be accepted at registration. Daycare will be provided at no
extra charge. Please plan to dress comfortably and casually for the day!

This meeting will be a unique blend of celebration and learning. We'll hear about the ongoing work of our campus ministries,
insights from our Small Church Coordinators, and opportunities to volunteer at our Habitat for Humanity build in Columbus. We’'ll
also be installing our new moderator, Curtis White, addressing an overture to General Assembly which was initiated by our Forsyth
congregation, and remembering our baptism through Scripture and song.

The pages that follow will include the usual agenda and reports. Please read all the enclosed material carefully and prayerfully
prior to coming to the meeting so you can make informed and intentional decisions. Remember that there may be Addendum
items for your review as well; however, they will not go online until Thursday, February 1st. After our meeting, please be certain
to share key information with your Session and congregation.

Please note that our offering for the day will go to support both The Abbey at Columbus State University and The PresHouse at
GSW. (Our in-person offering in August will go to support The Center at VSU and Macon UKirk.) You may also give by going online
to www.flintriverpresbytery.org or using the GivePlus+ App. In both formats, please add a memo noting that your gift is for the
February 2024 FRP Meeting offering. As always, we’ll also have our Noisy Offering, which will go to support our annual Rise Against
Hunger events throughout our presbytery. In addition, we are asking participants to bring along specific pantry items to help
replenish the food pantry at The Abbey. Feel free to invite your congregation to participate and bring their offerings! Specifically,
we need the following: individual sized multi-fruit cups, microwaveable mac and cheese bowls, spaghetti sauce (16 oz jars,) dry
pasta (especially spaghetti,) pop tarts, canned meat like chicken or tuna and ramen lunch cups.

We look forward to seeing you face-to-face as we serve our Lord Jesus Christ together!

In Christ’s Joy and Hope,
Deb, Becky, Elizabeth, Brittany, Laura, and Toni

2800 Old Dawson Road, Suite 2, Box 312 , Albany, GA 31707
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Flint River Presbytery Committee Structure / Staff Responsibility
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Executive Presbyter
All other areas

Volunteer Staff
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**%2024 Flint River Presbytery Calendar for Congregational Leaders***

January 10

January 15

January 18

January 24

January 31

Remember to go to www.flintriverpreshytery.org
under both the PASTORS tab and the EDUCATORS tab

where you will find countless resources for Session meetings and other gatherings.

Directory password = frpsaints

12 noon -2 pm

NE Clergy Cluster Lunch Gathering at My Grandma’s Empanadas
120 S. Armed Forces Blvd, Warner Robins

7pm-—8pm

15t Courageous Conversations around Race Call of the Year;
invite elders or congregants to attend

10am—-11am

15t Monthly ZOOM Call of the Year for all Pastoral Leaders;
go to calendar for link; updates on great resources, crowdsourcing, and more!

Also, the presbytery packet goes out today!
Have you appointed an elder to attend the meeting?

12 noon -2 pm

Central and Southern Clergy Clusters Lunch Gathering at The Bread House
520 N Jefferson Street, Albany

Clergy Terms of Call and Contracts due today.

ALSO.... Have you submitted your 2023 pledge to FRP?
Have you submitted your statistical data forms?

FEBRUARY

February 3

Feb 15

10 am
In-person presbytery meeting at New Hope (Columbus), 4142 Weems Road
Co-hosted with Beth Salem

10am—-11am

Monthly Zoom Call for all Pastoral Leaders



**%2024 Flint River Presbytery Calendar for Congregational Leaders***

March

Have you connected with your high school youth about Montreat? Remember that the
lowest conference fee requires registration by April 1. Contact our presbytery coordinator
for Montreat, Karen Jones at montreat@flintriverpresbytery.org, with questions.

March 13

March 15

March 20

March 21°

March 31

April 10

April 18

April 25

12 noon -2 pm

NW Clergy Cluster Lunch Gathering at Connie Happell’s home
8525 Blackmon Road, Midland

Technology Grants due TODAY; info on website under CME committee

12 noon -2 pm
Central and Southern Clergy Clusters Lunch Gathering in Thomasville
Specific location TBD

10am—11am
Monthly Zoom Call for all Pastoral Leaders

15t quarter financial review
Have you sent your 15t quarter per capita payments and pledge gifts to FRP?

Montreat Registration Due TODAY for lowest rate;
cost goes up by $50 after today

12 noon -2 pm
NE Clergy Cluster Lunch Gathering;
Location TBD

FRP Packet goes out today.
Have you appointed an elder to attend the meeting?

10 am
Monthly ZOOM Call for all Pastoral Leaders



**%2024 Flint River Presbytery Calendar for Congregational Leaders***

May 16

May 27

June

10 am
ZOOM presbytery meeting

12 noon -2 pm
Central and Southern Clergy Clusters Lunch Gathering in Albany
Specific location TBD

Monthly ZOOM Call for all Pastoral Leaders

12 noon —7 pm; drop in for pastoral leaders and families
Memorial Day Picnic with Water Slide for young children

Remember to think about meaningful ways in which children, youth, and families can begin
saving change sharing gifts in preparation for our annual “Rise Against Hunger” event on
World Communion Sunday, October 6"

June 1

June 5

June 8-15

June 27

“Save the Date” for the annual CTS Continuing Education Event in November
And Purchase The Unnecessary Pastor by Marva Dawn and Eugene Peterson and
start reading!

NW Clergy Cluster Lunch Gathering at Danny Dieth’s home
730 Cornerstone Drive, Columbus

FRP-wide Montreat Youth Conference (MYC)

10am—11am
Monthly ZOOM Call for all Pastoral Leaders



**%2024 Flint River Presbytery Calendar for Congregational Leaders***

July
July 1

July 4

July 10

July 18

August
August 3

August 22

August 31

2" quarter financial review
Have you sent your 2" quarter per capita payments and pledge gifts to FRP?

12 noon—7 pm; drop in
July 4th Picnic with Water Slide for younger children

12 noon—2 pm
Central and Southern Clergy Clusters Lunch Gathering in Thomasville
Specific location TBD

10am—-11am
Monthly ZOOM Call for all Pastoral Leaders

Also, FRP Packet goes out today.
Have you appointed an elder to attend the meeting?

10 am
In-person presbytery meeting at Trinity (Valdosta), 3501 Bemiss Road

10am—11am
Monthly ZOOM Call for all Pastoral Leaders

Pre-registration deadline for Montreat 2025 due today.

= Pre-Registration allows congregations to register at the 2023 rate to avoid the 5% increase
once registration opens in October

= Pre-Registration gives churches the option to adjust registration numbers to be lower
before December 1 without incurring any forfeit fees

= December 1 congregation responsible for 100.00 per person deposit for the conference
fee



**%2024 Flint River Presbytery Calendar for Congregational Leaders***

September

Stewardship Information for 2025 presbytery budget requests lands in your box this month.
If you need specific pledge figures, reach out to Elizabeth ASAP.

Also, have you ordered your books for our CTS continuing education event in November
and/or registered?

Sept 11 12 noon -2 pm
NW Clergy Cluster Lunch Gathering at Connie Happell’s home
8525 Blackmon Road, Midland

Sept 18 12 noon -2 pm
Central and Southern Clergy Clusters Lunch Gathering in Albany
Specific location TBD

Sept 26 10am—-11am
Monthly ZOOM Call for all Pastoral Leaders

October

Oct1l World Communion Sunday and Rise Against Hunger
Locations TBD

Also, 3 quarter financial review
Have you sent your 3rd quarter per capita payments and pledge gifts to FRP?

Oct 2 12 noon -2 pm
NE Clergy Cluster Lunch Gathering
location TBD
Oct 15 Walter Flint Fund Grant Reports due
Oct 17 FRP Packet goes out today.

Have you appointed an elder to attend the meeting?

Oct 24 10am—11am
Monthly ZOOM Call for all Pastoral Leaders

Oct 30 Walter Flint Fund Grant Requests due

Oct 31 Deadline to register for November CTS Continuing Education Event



**%2024 Flint River Presbytery Calendar for Congregational Leaders***

November

Nov 2 10 am
FRP meeting online

Nov 13-15 3 pm on 13™ to lunch on 17t
Columbia Theological Seminary Continuing Education
(S50 for entire event due to generous subsidy)
Thoughtful discussions around the following book The Unnecessary Pastor with
conversations thickened by CTS faculty around certain chapters.

Nov 20 12 noon -2 pm
Central and Southern Clergy Clusters Lunch Gathering in Thomasville
Specific location TBD

December

Have you confirmed your pledge for 2025 at ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org?

December 5 10am—-11am
Monthly ZOOM Call for all Pastoral Leaders

Dec 11 12 noon—2 pm
NW Clergy Cluster Lunch Gathering at Danny Dieth’s home
730 Cornerstone Drive, Columbus

December 31 5pm
CRE Annual Reports due; please send to ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org

Also, 4™ quarter financial review
Have you sent your final 4" quarter per capita payments and pledge gifts
to FRP? Remember that the books for the year close on January 10,



Flin TRNer

P resbytery
Empower Encourage Engage Equip Experiment

Agenda of the Presbytery of Flint River of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Saturday, February 3, 2024

Jesus said to them, “For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to
this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.”
—Matthew 17:20

Wifi for today’s meeting:
Network: New Hope or New Hope 5-G
Password: presbyterian

Registration with Ministry Associate, Elizabeth Cantrell 9:00 am

Orientation of Commissioners with Stated Clerk, Becky Willis 9:30 am

Gathering as God’s People

Welcome Pam Moye and Patti Kauffmann
Prayer and Call to Order Joshua Bower

Approval of the Agenda Sharita Hendley

Roll Call and Introductions Becky Willis

Installation and Blessing of our New Moderator Joshua Bower

Hymn “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing #475 (verse 1)

The offering for the day will be collected as we sing.
We invite you to give in order to support the vibrant campus ministries in Columbus and Americus.
(The offering of our August in-person meeting will support the campus ministries of Valdosta and Macon.)
We will also collect our Noisy Offering for the Hunger Fund.



FlintRiver

—SPresbyTery
Empower Encourage Engage Equip Experiment

Encouraqing and Equipping God’s People

Brief Reflection by our newest Commissioned Ruling Elder (CRE) Gary Cullison of First (Cordele)

Hymn ‘Raise a Song of Gladness” #155

Information about our Joint Ministries

Advisory Board page 13
Stated Clerk Report pages 14-15
Committees and Commissions pages 15-19

e CEN -- Karen Jones, Montreat Coordinator
e COM -- Ralph Hawkins, TRE Class Coordinator
e CME - Louise Hurless, Director of Columbus Habitat for Humanity

Hymn Wade in the Water page 11

Action ltems pages 20-21
Addendum Reports
Hymn “The Lord is our Light” #842

What Else? Embracing our Future with Awe Deb Tregaskis

Engaging and Experimenting as God’s People

The Ongoing Story of Campus Ministry @ Columbus and Americus Pablo Riviera, The Abbey
Sharon McFarland, PresHouse

Hymn “Go To the World” #295

God’s Congregations: Our Stories Laura Peiper

(Insights from our Small Church Coordinators) Britanny DiGiammarino

Closing Worship: Remembering our Baptism page 12

Annual Meeting of the Corporation

Lunch in the Fellowship Hall Order of the Day 1 pm
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Flin TRNer

Presby’rery

Empower Encourage

WADE in the WATER

Wade in the water, children,
Wade in the water
God's a-going to trouble the water

See that host all dressed in white
God's a-going to trouble the water
The leader looks like the Israelite
God's a-going to trouble the water

See that band all dressed in red

God's a-going to trouble the water
Looks like the band that Moses led
God's a-going to trouble the water

Look over yonder, what do you see?
God's a-going to trouble the water
The Holy Ghost a-coming on me
God's a-going to trouble the water

If you don't believe I've been redeemed
God's a-going to trouble the water

Just follow me down to the Jordan's stream
God's a-going to trouble the water

Engage

Equip

Experiment
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FOR INFORMATION

The ministry items mentioned in the follow pages occur because of the commitment and
imagination of faithful people just like you from every corner of our presbytery. Please read this
attentively and prayerfully and learn about the ways in which we are working together so that
our 42 worshipping communities (38 congregations and 4 campus ministries).

Advisory Board (AB) — Sharita Hendley, moderator

1. Approved the agenda for this meeting as well as the minutes from the November
presbytery meeting (see pages 1-9 in Attachments.)

2. Approved the upcoming dates for the 2024 Flint River Presbytery Meetings:
Saturday, May 4, 2024 via Zoom
Saturday, August 3, 2024 at Trinity (Valdosta)
Saturday, November 2, 2024 via Zoom

3. Elected Corporate Officers for the Annual Meeting of the Corporation:
Sharita Hendley President
Josh Bower Vice President
Bill Krenson Treasurer
Bryan Wright  Secretary

12



Stated Clerk -- Becky Willis

4, Terms of Call, pastoral contracts, and CRE annual reports were due by January 31, 2024.
Terms of Call require a congregational meeting to approve. Pastoral contracts require
Session approval only.

5. Minimum Terms of Call have been adjusted to reflect the new requirement of the Book
of Order to include the provision for a minimum of 12 weeks of Paid Family Medical Leave
(G-2.0804). No other changes were made to the presbytery’s Minimum Terms of Call. You
can find more info at https://www.flintriverpresbytery.org under the Clerks of Session
tab. The document which includes this information is called FRP Terms of Call Report
Instructions.

6. The Terms of Call one-page form may be found on the presbytery website under the
Clerk of Session tab and then under Forms. When the form is completed and the
congregation meets to review, please send electronically to
ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org for review by the Committee on Ministry.

7. All forms for contracts and annual reports can be found on the Clerk of Session page
under Forms. The CRE/CE Annual Report Form can be found under the Pastors tab of the
presbytery website under CRE/CLP.

8. The roll of Flint River Presbytery’s membership and register of all Certified Christian
Educators, Certified Associate Christian Educators, and Commissioned Pastors (CREs) is
contained within this handbook and must be reviewed by the presbytery. Please
remember that, if you are listed as an active— not retired — member of the presbytery,
you are expected to attend presbytery meetings.(See Attachments pages 10-12.) If you
are unable to attend a meeting due to an extenuating circumstance, a request for excuse
must be submitted to the Stated Clerk prior to the meeting. Attendance of Elder
Commissioners as well as those specified members above indicates the commitment of
us all to the holy work to which we have been called within Flint River Presbytery. We
need you and your wisdom!

67% of our sessions submitted their Minutes and Records in 2023 for the required review
of 2022 documents. Please contact the Stated Clerk if your Minutes and Records have not
yet been reviewed. The review of 2023 Minutes and Records will be conducted in August
2024 by the same means as the last few years. Minutes and Records may be submitted to
the Stated Clerk (via electronic means or by mail), a member of the Minutes and Records

13



10.

Committee, or may be peer-reviewed with another Clerk of Session and the Session
Record Form and then submitted to the Stated Clerk. The deadline is August 31, 2024.

The 2022 minutes of Flint River Presbytery were peer-reviewed and then attested by the
Synod of the South Atlantic with no exceptions.

The roll of teaching elders (Ministers of Word and Sacrament) and ruling elder
commissioners does not require revision to achieve the goal of numerical parity as
specified in G-3.0301 (Book of Order).

The new presbytery policies required by the 2023-2025 Book of Order are on the
presbytery website under the Policies tab. Sessions are encouraged to utilize the
appropriate policies written for Flint River Presbytery and adapt these for use. The
January 16, 2024 “Clerk’s Corner” addressed these new required policies for sessions and
congregations.

Entry of Statistical Reporting on the Office of General Assembly (OGA) website was due
January 31, 2024. If you have not entered your 2023 information, please contact the
Stated Clerk immediately for assistance. Your Per Capita is assessed by this statistical
reporting, and OGA uses the data for training and mission objectives.

Committee on Ministry (COM) — Brad Walker, moderator

and Sharon McFarland, volunteer staff associate

Created a cohort of Terri Clark, Sid Leak, Ralph Hawkins as voting members and Sharon
as volunteer staff, to act on behalf of COM, with permission to welcome applicants into
the new Trained Ruling Elder (TRE) course.

COM is delighted to report that the
2024 TRE Application and Course information
is available on our website to all interested ruling elders.
Click here to access the PDF onlne.
Five applicants have already applied and the deadline has been
extended until Monday, March 18, 2024.
(See pages 13-19 in Attachments.)
Approved the following from the Northeast Cluster:

Commissioning Cheryl Betts to Westminster as TRE, which is not to include moderating

the session, pending session approval.
14


https://www.flintriverpresbytery.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/2024_TRE_CRE_application.pdf

11. Approved the following from the Northwest Cluster:

Renewal of commissioning of Charlotte Caldwell to Beth Salem for three years, until Nov
2026.

A plan for consideration by the session at New Hope regarding Colleen Cook, pastor:

o One to three months of family leave for Colleen (see G-2.0804 of BO; this
has also been noted in our updated policy)

o COM to provide a moderator, Danny Dieth, with Connie Happell as backup
moderator and noted available pulpit supply (Aaron Lickliter, Mark
Montgomery, Matt Cowell and Connie Happell)

o COM to provide leadership coaching for Colleen around moderating a
Session, conflict management and building trust.

o Specific action plans would be developed with both the Session and Colleen
in order to support and strengthen both parties.

12. Approved the following from the Central Cluster:

Jerry Little, as moderator of Covenant (Albany)
Renewal of commissioning of Wade Spooner to Ft. Gaines, until November, 2026.

Covenant between Cuthbert Presbyterian and Thomas McFarland from Jan 1 to Dec 31,
2024.

13. Approved the following from the Southern Cluster:

Covenant between Cairo Presbyterian and Rebecca F. Willis from Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2024.

Covenant between Dawes Presbyterian and Rebecca F. Willis from Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2024.

Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM)

— Colleen Cook & Nancy Reimer, co-moderators

14. Enrolled Mark Montgomery of New Hope as an Inquirer.

15



Finance Committee (FIN) — Frazer Loomis, moderator

15. Reviewed the budget reports and the financial position of Flint River Presbytery.

16. Granted First (Warner Robins) $3500.00 from the Harry Halpert fund.

Per Capita for 2024 is $17.00 and is due by December 31, 2024.
General Assembly - $9.61 (an increase of $0.19)
Synod of the South Atlantic - $2.50
Flint River Presbytery —$4.39 (an increase of $0.31)

The Finance Committee extends its deep gratitude
to our congregations for their generous commitment.
If you have not yet received your per capita or pledge amount for 2024, please be in touch.

2023 Per Capita Report (as of Dec 31, 2023) Attachments, page 20
2023 Pledge Giving Report (as of Dec 31, 2023) Attachments, page 21
Statement of Financial Position (as of Dec 31, 2023) Attachments, pages 22-23
Operating Budget Performance (as of Dec 31, 2023) Attachments, pages 24-32
Special Funds (as of Dec 31, 2023) Attachments, pages 33-36
Special Funds Narrative Report (as of Dec 31, 2023) Attachments, pages 37-40

Committee on Mission and Evangelism (CME) -- Beth Jarrell, moderator

and Pam Moye, volunteer staff associate

Join in the FRP Habitat for Humanity Build
Volunteers can get detailed information and sign up online.

Click here for details.

Type Flint River Presbytery into the EVENTS portion of the page
and you’ll find our work day schedule.

Generally, we are scheduled for 8 am - 4 pm for every Saturday

in the next few months at

R. C. Allen Drive
Columbus, GA 31907
If your congregation plans to work a particular Saturday, please be in touch!

Gave thanks for all the faithful host sites and participants in our 2023 Rise Against Hunger
Event on World Communion Sunday. We packed a total of 53, 351 bags!
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https://signin.volunteerhub.com/Account/SignIn?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DVolunteerHub%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%26code_challenge%3D1MWgduTewReOgoqTJZyqhQTgTEcaEeGTT2USLXI1Ac0%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26state%3DOpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%253DvsXUmCC2d8Z2Igq1EQIJKJi4pahSk9fZjmHKmMYUI_9CWW5WjWKnbCtPIRkp8aWkoKshU73qmliS3nyhK363Y00ZOPnl9ChJuOFAE9lJQtlClM3rYKB0Lrd9Gn73HEd2Rrjiq3OjxJQEE6tdWE_5L2qV7xOYCE5u6A431njBROTFhR1Z71SlZ8CgJ4SH0Y_gurIkppSt-higUlqDbjs0a06iqVI%26nonce%3D638415489282327244.NTgyNjRkMTItM2M4ZC00OWNhLTkyOTktYmI5YmEwZDVkMmQ2MzkyOWU5NWItZjI5Mi00ZTMxLThlMTEtZDMzMmQzM2ZmN2Ni%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fcolumbusareahabitat.volunteerhub.com%252FopenId-connect%26post_logout_redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fcolumbusareahabitat.volunteerhub.com%252FopenId-connect%26orgUid%3D7bb44d60-a55e-4f11-9b99-e43561d48b1f%26landingPageUid%3D153a59cf-ce9c-46a3-afca-a8e25ef0e4b0%26vhReturnUrl%3D%252F%26x-client-SKU%3DID_NET461%26x-client-ver%3D6.8.0.0#_=_

17.

18.

19.

Discussed the opportunity to support New American Pathways in 2024 with much needed
hygiene items and/or school backpacks and school supplies and will provide additional
information to commissioners to the August presbytery meeting in the coming year.

Designated offerings for our in-person presbytery meetings in 2024
February  The Abbey (Columbus) and The PresHouse (Americus)
November The Center at VSU and UKirk (Macon)

$175,000 was available in grants from the Walter Flint Fund (WFF) in 2023 and 17
congregations applied, asking for a total of $364,000. After careful — and prayerful —
consideration, the following determinations were made:

Total Amount Allocated From Walter Flint Grant:

- Beth Salem: $ 17,500
- Camilla: $ 7,000
- Carver Heights: $ 8,000
- Cordele: $ 4,000
- Cuba: $ 12,000
- Dillon Road: $ 4,000
- Forsyth: $ 18,000
- Fort Gaines: $ 8,000
- New Hope: $ 3,000
- Saint Andrews: $ 21,000
- Thomaston: $ 5,000
- 2~ Thomasville: $ 3,000
- Tifton: $ 7,000
- 1= Valdosta: $ 10,000

- 1+« Warner Robins: $ 25,000
- Washington Ave: $ 7,500

- Westminster: $ 15,000
- Total: $175,000

In addition, the committee approved Tifton to receive $5,000 from the Technology Fund.

Click here for more information and an application.

17


https://www.flintriverpresbytery.org/cme-alt/

Christian Education and Nurture (CEN) — Angie Davis moderator
with support from Laura Peiper and Brittany DiGiammarino, Small Church Coordinators

Special Events and Resources Made Available by
Small Church Coordinator Britanny DiGiammarino

The Chosen: A Bible Study

Join other congregations across the presbytery this winter as we dive into a wildly popular series
available through multiple streaming platforms. Britanny has carefully crafted a handout to help
guide groups through each episode in an engaging, informative, and enlightening way.

Click here to see how to use this series to your advantage - and do Bible study a little differently!

Resource Rally: Baptism Bags

Give your children a hands-on, interactive experience with Baptism Bags. Designed for children
ages 3-12, these kits come with materials that educate children on the story of Jesus’ baptism
and what baptism means for us as Presbyterians. As the children learn, they get to tell the story
too! The kits are made with different learning styles in mind. Each bag contains a children’s book
on baptism and props to act out the story. A PDF with instructions on bag assembly and a
downloadable copy of the children’s book is available on our education website, free of
charge! For more information, please contact Britanny DiGiammarino at
britd @flintriverpresbytery.org

18


https://www.flintriverpresbytery.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/The-Chosen-Study-FRP.pdf
https://www.flintriverpresbytery.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Baptism-Bags-An-Interactive-Resource-for-Children.pdf
https://www.flintriverpresbytery.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Baptism-Bags-An-Interactive-Resource-for-Children.pdf
mailto:britd@flintriverpresbytery.org

ACTION ITEMS

From the Advisory Board (AB) — Sharita Hendley

1. Recommends the Wisdom Overture be added to the February 3, 2024, Flint River
Presbytery Meeting Agenda.

This overture was brought to the Advisory Board from Forsyth Presbyterian with known
concurrences a from Northminster and Westminster as of the January AB meeting.
W-4.0404h, “Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with wisdom, energy,
intelligence, imagination, and love?”

Rationale:
James 1:5 “If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously and
ungrudgingly, and it will be given you.”

While Presbyterians have historically placed a high value on education and intelligence,
church officers are now called to lead in a context for which very few have had adequate
training. Knowledge of best practices and techniques are only beginning to emerge, and
even the most intelligent among us are struggling to adapt to the changing ministry
landscape. Many well-meaning and intelligently developed church strategies are proving
woefully insufficient in the wake of the pandemic and the other cultural shifts that have
emerged and accelerated over the past five years.

Scripture offers us another leadership gift: wisdom. “How much better to get wisdom
than gold! To get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver,” (Proverbs 16:16).
Wisdom allows us to discern what God is doing in the world, and how we can faithfully
follow. During times of cultural upheaval, it becomes essential. As the church desires “to
joyfully submit to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all aspects of life” (G-2.0104b), we
acknowledge that human knowledge and strategy have limits.

Adding wisdom to the list of gifts with which our leaders seek to serve the people is an
expression of discipleship.

It teaches leaders in the church to integrate God’s gifts of knowledge, experience, and
faith into an understanding not only of what is possible, but also what is faithful. Wisdom,
in scripture and in the life of the Church, seeks to understand what God is doing in the
world and to put that experience of grace into practice.
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The ministries of church officers (compassion and service, discernment and governance,
teaching and pastoral care,) are not once-for-all-time achievements awarded at the
completion of a period of study and preparation or conferred in an ordination service.
They are ongoing acts of discipleship. Asking our leaders to pray for and serve the people
with wisdom, as well as energy, intelligence, imagination, and love, emphasizes the
lifelong growth in ministry which is essential for faithful leadership of the people in God’s
changing world.

Recommends the approval of the change to the Synod Manual of Operations:

When the Synod of the South Atlantic meets, it shall consist of the thirty-eight (38)
commissioners, thirty-two (32) elected from its constituent presbyteries and six (6)
elected by the synod. Each presbytery shall elect two commissioners to staggered classes
(one even year, one odd year): One Minister of the Word and Sacrament and one Ruling
Elder, giving consideration of the issue of representation and inclusiveness as required by
the Book of Order. The other six (6) commissioners shall be “At-Large” Commissioners.
Of the six (6), three (3) shall be ruling elders, and three (3) Ministers of the Word and
Sacrament, all of whom just come from different presbyteries and at least one from
each state (South Caroline, Georgia, and Florida).

Rationale: Currently, commissioners are only elected by the presbyteries, which means
the synod has limited ways of fulfilling our own mission priority to “ensure full
integration of diversity in all of its life and work”. Recent changes to G-3.04 of the Book
of Order allow for the enrollment of additional commissioners for the purposes of
representation. The hope is to include more of those involved in synod-wide racial ethnic
ministries and build a more inclusive body.
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Hymn #298 “Lord You Give the Great Commission” (verse 1 and 2)
Litany of Remembrance

One: God invites us into life, which is deep and wide, holy and whole!
All:  We hear the sound of waves, which renew and replenish.
We feel the breeze of the Holy Spirit, which refreshes and reforms.
We yearn to plunge into this life afresh and to follow Jesus.
One: We remember Your Son and Servant who was bathed by Your Spirit and blessed
by Your love.
All:  We remember that You have done no less for us.
We too have been bathed in love and blessed with promise.
One: Guide us that we may be your glad and generous servants, flooding the world
with grace and mercy.
All:  Guide us that our words may be steeped in wisdom and truth.
Guide us that our actions may saturate the world with courage, gentleness,
generosity and joy.

Hymn #623 “I've Got Peace Like a River” (verses 2 and 3)

Brief Reflection by Ralph Hawkins, Coordinator of the Trained Ruling Elder (TRE)
program

Remembering Your Baptism — an Invitation to “Kneel at the Brook” (1 Samuel 17)

As individuals come forward, we invite you to either pray or sing quietly.
Hymn #466 “Come and Fill Our Heart”

Blessing (*refer back to page 10 of the agenda for the Annual Meeting of the Corporation)
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